
John 6:1-15 (NIrV)
1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. It is also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 A large crowd of people followed him. They had seen the signs he had done by healing sick peo-
ple. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside. There he sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover 
Feast was near. 
5 Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him. So he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread 
for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test Philip. He already knew what he was going to do.
7 Philip answered him, “Suppose we were able to buy enough bread for each person to have just a bite. 
That would take more than half a year’s pay!”
8 Another of his disciples spoke up. It was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He said, 9 “Here is a boy with five 
small loaves of barley bread. He also has two small fish. But how far will that go in such a large crowd?”
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down. About 
5,000 men were there. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks. He handed out the bread to those 
who were seated. He gave them as much as they wanted. And he did the same with the fish.
12 When all of them had enough to eat, Jesus spoke to his disciples. “Gather the leftover pieces,” he said. 
“Don’t waste anything.” 13 So they gathered what was left over from the five barley loaves. They filled 12 
baskets with the pieces left by those who had eaten.
14 The people saw the sign that Jesus did. Then they began to say, “This must be the Prophet who is sup-
posed to come into the world.” 15 But Jesus knew that they planned to come and force him to be their king. 
So he went away again to a mountain by himself.

Lesson  
Objectives:

•	 Jesus wants to meet people’s needs, and he 
calls his followers to the work with him.

•	 Everyone – even children – has something 
they can offer in love and service to others.

•	 We can follow Jesus’ command to love and 
care for other people by supporting the work 
of the Volunteer State Missions Offering  
ministry partners.
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•	 I’m Just a Child (Words: Ed Seabough; Music:  
Terry Kirkland)

•	Hymn Number 488 in The Baptist Hymnal (1991)

•	 Multiply by Dottie Rambo and David  
Huntsinger

•	Lyrics can be found on Dottie Rambo’s website at 
www.dottierambo.net/lyrics

•	Song can be heard as part of the Down by 
the Creek Bank album at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Owr7_EfLHUo (min.17:14)

•	 Lyrics for both songs are available on a handout at 
the end.  

Songs
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Points for Discussion

•	 Background: The story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 is recorded in 
every gospel.  In the other accounts (Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-
44, and Luke 9:10-17), we learn that Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, 
has just been beheaded.  It is upon hearing this news, that Jesus 
wants to retreat to the other side of the sea – to get away from the 
crowds and find rest as he grieves this loss.

•	 As he was sitting on the mountainside with his disciples, his clos-
est friends, he sees the crowds approaching.  The people knew of 
Jesus’ teaching and the miracles of healing he had performed, and 
they were coming to hear him teach and to seek healing for their 
loved ones.

•	 Jesus was sad, and he was weary.  He could have sent the people 
away, but Luke says that he welcomes them.  He taught them, and 
he healed the sick. Mark tells us that he had compassion on them.

•	 There were thousands of people there, and Jesus took all day to 
talk to them and care for their needs. As it grew late, the disciples 
told Jesus to send the people away so that they could get some-
thing to eat.  They were in a remote place on the other side of the 
sea because Jesus had been trying to find a place to retreat, and 
there was nothing to eat.

•	 Jesus asks Philip where they could find enough food to feed this 
large crowd.  Philip points out that if they bought enough food to 
just give everyone one bite, which would hardly be feeding them, 
that it would take more than a half a year’s pay. The cost to feed 
the people was impractical – it seemed an unwise investment.

•	 Andrew finds a young boy who has five small loaves and two small 
fish. This boy knew that what he had wasn’t enough to feed every-
one, but he saw a need and was willing to give whatever he had to 
help meet the need.   

•	 John says that Jesus gave the people as much as they wanted. He 
didn’t tell anyone that they had already had enough.  He didn’t give 
them only a small portion and tell them to fill themselves when 
they got home. He didn’t tell some people that they deserved 
more than others. He didn’t give only to the men or only to the 
women or only to the children. He gave to each person as much as 
he or she wanted.

•	 Jesus did not tell everyone that he was the Son of God, but his 
words and deeds pointed everyone to God.  Because of what he 
did, people were able to recognize him as the Messiah.

1. What do you think Jesus was feeling/thinking when he saw the crowds coming?  How do you respond when you are being 
asked to do something you don’t want to do? Think of a time that you were given the opportunity to do something good for 
someone else but did not do it.  What difference do you think it could have made for the other person or for you if you had?

2. The boy only had 5 loaves and 2 fish, but he gave them all and fed over 5,000 people.  What do you have to offer to help other 
people, no matter how small it may seem?

3. How can you help others know the love of Christ in the things you do and the ways you care for them?Qu
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THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BELOW GIVES YOU A QUICK LOOK AT THE SIX DIFFERENT MINISTRY PARTNERS THAT THE VOLUNTEER 
STATE MISSIONS OFFERING SUPPORTS. An overview of their work as well as a couple of ideas as to how children can be involved in serving 
with them are provided for each organization.  The central location for each ministry partner is listed. A handout is included at the end of this 
curriculum that has the logo for each ministry partner.  Children can cut out the logos and glue them to the appropriate place on the Tennessee 
map provided to help them see how these ministries serve communities across the state of Tennessee.

Be sure to consider the age, maturity, and background of your group and use discretion as you determine how you talk about the work of each 
of the ministry partners. You could choose to talk about all of the ministry partners, just one ministry partner, or about the work of just a few of 
them. The TN CBF website (www.tncbf.org/vsmo) also has two minute video profiles of each of the ministries available that you can share with 
your group. To learn more about any organization, check out their website.  Before planning any service opportunities, check with the ministry 
partner leaders to be sure that what you would like to do fits with their current needs.

As you learn and talk about the different ministries, refer to the Prayer Guide (downloadable from the TN CBF website) to find specific ways that 
you and your group can pray for each of the ministries. These prayer requests were provided by the ministry partners, and the guide is designed 
to unite churches and Christians across the state in prayer for these ministry needs. Before you pray, talk to the children about how people all 
across the state are praying for these very same things.

Ministry Partners

Service Opportunity: Neverfail is always looking for individuals and families who are willing to come in and be a part of weekend or summer  
    fellowship opportunities, lead backyard bible clubs, or help with necessary home repairs. 

•	 Neverfail Community Church is a small congregation of Christians committed to providing physical help 
and life-giving transformation to their community.

•	 Many of the families in their community struggle with poverty, have trouble finding reliable and adequate 
employment, and often turn to substance abuse or crime in their hopelessness.

•	 Neverfail provides a welcoming space for members of the community to be welcomed with hospitality 
and to connect with others who want to help them find long-terms solutions to their needs.

NEVERFAIL COMMUNITY CHURCH  
Sparta, TN  |  Neverfailchurch.org
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•	 Appalachian Outreach is a poverty relief ministry that serves 
families in need.

•	 It was started by two college students trying to find a way to 
show love to their East Tennessee neighbors and help them have 
access to the things they needed – food, a safe place to live, 
warm clothes in the winter, etc.

•	 AO provides food, clothing, household items, toys, and firewood.
•	 During the summer, mission groups from across the country 

travel to East Tennessee to help families make necessary home 
repairs.

•	 AO runs a shelter for single women and families. The shelter is 
called Samaritan House.

•	 AO relies heavily on volunteers to do their work.  Volunteers run 
the ministry center, help out at Samaritan House, and provide 
the work for their home repairs.

•	 Service Opportunity: The Ministry Center always accepts dona-
tions of food, clothing, household items, toys, furniture, and fire-
wood.

•	 MIFA is a volunteer driven agency that works to help senior 
adults be able to live independently and helps families in crisis 
by working with them to prevent homelessness and encourage 
independence.

•	 MIFA helps older adults be able to live independently in their 
homes by delivering meals to them in their houses.  This provides 
them with food and a visit by someone who can provide friend-
ship and check to see if the person has any other needs.

•	 MIFA helps families find assistance with food, housing, educa-
tion, or other needs.

•	 MIFA gives out care packages for families who come to MIFA 
needing emergency assistance or older adults to celebrate birth-
days and Christmas.

•	 Service Opportunity: MIFA collects socks, stationery, sweaters 
and blankets, toiletries, puzzle books or small games, diapers 
and wipes, formula, diaper cream, baby formula, and other items 
to make these care packages.

APPALACHIAN OUTREACH  
Jefferson City, TN  |  www.aoministry.org

Ministry Partners

METROPOLITAN INTER-FAITH ASSOCIATION
Memphis, TN  |  www.mifa.org
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•	 The Next Door help women and their families who have been af-
fected by addiction, mental illness, trauma, and/or incarceration.

•	 It was started by a group of women who saw a need in their town 
and wanted to do something about it.

•	 They provide addiction treatment, re-entry assistance for wom-
en finishing a prison sentence, and affordable permanent hous-
ing for those living in recovery.

•	 Service Opportunity: The Next Door always accepts donations 
of clothing and shoes, items needed for their welcome bags 
(reusable grocery totes, spiral notebooks, pens, reusable water 
bottles, chapstick, encouraging notes, and copies of The Life Re-
covery Bible), basic hygiene items, and other items you can find 
listed on their website.

•	 CBF Missionary Scarlette Jasper serves homeless individuals and 
families, families in medical crisis, people living in poverty, and 
many others through Olive Branch Ministries.

•	 She leads in ministry in McCreary County, Kentucky and Scott 
County, Tennessee – two of the poorest counties in the United 
States.

•	 She works with families to help them become financially inde-
pendent through financial literacy, a micro lending program, and 
credit assistance.

•	 She works with schools to encourage literacy and healthy living.
•	 Service Opportunity: Olive Branch Ministries collects items for 

Christmas gifts for children and seniors, prizes for nutrition bin-
go with senior adults, hygiene products for 6th grade health kits, 
and school supplies.

Ministry Partners

THE NEXT DOOR
Nashville, TN  |  Thenextdoor.org

OLIVE BRANCH MINISTRIES
Scott County, TN & McCreary County, KY 

Olivebranchministriesky.org
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•	 Logos of each organization

•	 Map of TN

•	 Example map with the logos  
on each city

•	 Lyrics for Multiply 

•	 Lyrics for I’m Just a Child 

Ministry Partners

SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Knoxville, TN  |  Samaritancentral.org

•	 Samaritan Ministry is an AIDS Service Organization that works to 
care for anyone affected by HIV/AIDS.

•	 Samaritan Ministry leads education and awareness programs  
in churches, jails and prisons, colleges and universities, and  
community organizations.

•	 They connect people to life-saving and preventative medication.
•	 Samaritan Ministry provides support groups for people living with 

HIV and their families.
•	 They also work to fight the opioid epidemic that has particularly 

plagued the Appalachian region of Tennessee.
•	 Service Opportunity: Samaritan Ministry accepts donations of  

Victory Baskets (hygiene products, chocolate, candles, hair  
accessories, socks, journals, etc.) that are given to women living 
with HIV and Hope Buckets (hygiene products, small gift cards, 
blankets, candy, socks, calendars, etc.) that are given to HIV/AIDS 
patients in the hospital.

Reproducible 
Handouts
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JEFFERSON CITY

MEMPHIS

NASHVILLE

KNOXVILLESPARTA

SCOTT COUNTY

Where Are Our Ministry Partners?
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JEFFERSON CITY

MEMPHIS

NASHVILLE

KNOXVILLESPARTA

SCOTT COUNTY
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VERSE 1:
I’m just a child 

And I haven’t got much, 

But whatever I have

I give it to you. Lord,

I’m just a child

And I haven’t got much,

But whatever I have

I give it all to You.

VERSE 2:
I’m just a child

And I haven’t got much,

But whatever I am

I give it to you. Lord,

I’m just a child

And I haven’t got much,

But whatever I am 

I give it all to You.
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Little barefoot boy, running through the sand,
Whatcha got in that basket in your hand?
There’s five thousand people waiting to be fed.
How’d you like to share your fish and bread?
How’d you like to share your fish and bread?

To sum it all up, you simply divide.
Watch your fish and bread just multiply.
Add a little faith, subtract all your doubt,
Just watch it all work out.

You’ve got to give it away, pass it around.
There’s twelve full baskets sitting on the ground.
I can tell by your smile and the twinkle in your eye,
The Master has taught you how to multiply.
The Master has taught you how to multiply.

Hey there Christian, trav’ling through the land,
Whatcha gonna do with the Word in your hand?
There’s hungry people waiting to be fed,
Thirsty for the water and the living bread.
Thirsty for the water and the living bread.

To sum it all up, you simply divide.
Watch your seeds of love just multiply.
Add a little faith; subtract all your doubt,
Just watch it all work out.

You’ve got to give it away, pass it around.
Turn your baskets upside down.
I can tell by your smile and the twinkle in your eye,
The Master has taught you how to multiply.

Give it away, pass it around.
Turn your baskets upside down.
I can tell by the smile and the twinkle in your eye,
The Master has taught you how to multiply.
The Master has taught you how to multiply.
Let the Master teach you how to multiply.

Multiply
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