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LINK 

P3 /  MISSION DISTINCTIVES 

CBF’s global missions enter-

prise and the commitments 

that inform our work around 

the world. 

P4 /  GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Tennessee CBF’s General 

Assembly in Tullahoma. See 

what is planned for this gath-

ering of free and faithful 

Baptists. 

P5 /  PAYDAY LOANS 

Predatory lending practices 

in Tennessee. Facts that 

demand a response. 

P7 /  SOUTH AFRICA 

Sleeping bags purchased by 

TCBF. Story from FBC  

Chattanooga member. 

On the leading edge of the mod-
ern missionary movement, Bap-
tists have been forming together, 
making disciples of all nations. 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
engages primarily in three con-
texts: Global Poverty, Global Mi-
gration, and the Global Church, 
and participates in God's mission 
with and among the most mar-
ginalized and least evangelized 

people on Earth. Through the 
work of CBF field personnel and 
CBF's rural poverty initiative To-
gether for Hope, Cooperative 
Baptists renew God's world with 
literacy ministries in the United 
States and around the world. 
 
CBF’s Offering for Global Missions 
is the foundational means of sup-
port for CBF mission efforts, 

providing an array of tools and 
resources needed to live out the 
Fellowship's mission commit-
ments:  cultivating beloved com-
munity, bearing witness to Jesus 
Christ, and seeking transforma-
tional development. 
 
You and your congregation are 
invited to journey with us as we 
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uncover what God is doing through 
CBF's literacy ministries, sharing 
Christ's great love in Eastern Eu-
rope, South Florida, and at the 
United States-Mexico border. 
 
When you support the CBF Offering 
for Global Missions, you support all 
CBF field personnel and make min-
istry possible. Your gifts provide 
much-needed materials to           
encourage children and families 
through enriching, life-changing 
literacy ministries. 
 
Love God. Teach Neighbor. Be 
Transformed.  

Communities across South Carolina face much destruction from 
recent storms and excessive rainfall. With a death toll of at least 
14 and an estimated $1 billion in damages across the state,  
families and businesses anticipate a long road of recovery. Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship contributed an initial $5,000 to 
relief efforts, and TCBF contributed $1,000 from disaster re-
sponse funds. We encourage Cooperative Baptists and friends 
to support the Fellowship's response in South Carolina. Dona-
tions may be made to the CBF Flood Relief fund online at 
www.cbf.net/flood. You may also mail a check payable to "CBF" 
with Acct. 17031 in the memo line to: 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
P.O. Box 102972 
Atlanta, GA 30368-2972 

Begin praying about sending groups to repair homes in South 
Carolina during spring break or next summer. Stay tuned for 
details about projects in South Carolina and Texas. 

Cover 

Article 

 

>> CONT. FROM PAGE ONE 

IMPORTANT INFO ABOUT OGM 

 

What is the CBF Offering for Global Missions? 
CBF’s Offering for Global Missions (OGM) is the primary giving channel 
for supporting Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel 
(missionaries) and their ministries. OGM is a year-round campaign that 
invites churches and individuals to participate in God’s mission through 
financial giving and assistance. 
 
 

What does the CBF offering accomplish? 
The OGM helps all CBF field personnel, including those who also receive 
funding from other sources. For many CBF field personnel, the OGM 
pays their salaries, benefits, and ministry operating expenses. All field 
personnel receive support from the OGM for health insurance, travel,          
technology, and member care and wellness services. 
 
 

Why is the CBF offering important? 
The CBF OGM is not “over and above” the CBF Global Missions budget. 
It is PRIMARY funding for field personnel. Field personnel serving the 
most neglected and least evangelized depend on the OGM gifts from 
you and your church. When you give and encourage others in your con-
gregation to give, you provide significant assistance to field personnel 
currently serving, empower CBF to send and support future field person-
nel, and form faith in those making kingdom investments. Please give 
generously through your church or online at www.cbf.net.   
 

TCBF SUPPORTS 

LITERACY EFFORTS 

IN HELENA, AR  

TCBF nurtures a beautiful partnership with the 

Together for Hope project in Helena, Arkansas. 

We budgeted funds this year to support this rural 

poverty initiative, and we used designated funds 

to help support last summer’s missionaries who 

served alongside the leaders. 

When we asked Molly Palmer and Stacy Hender-

son what was most needed that TCBF could ad-

dress, they described their dream to start a new 

literacy initiative. They needed financial resources 

to make that happen. TCBF’s Coordinating Council 

determined this was a great way to invest the 

$2,000 budgeted for Helena this year. Continue to 

pray for Together for Hope in Helena! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-pQZlRPMWMYPCANAicPNhQtlCtogK_UQIELhE8sXfcZhYMpcklD91wwhr-GZjcZJzMDrChhoLcSDz2G2rRgNPtGQThiSkVg8z4WuNisM-tZrWFUbxc2p8qiWywz7iI97OKUFsyki6id5dCOmqb-V0ap-k5IypBNGFIchiNFCbc=&c=R4BwMw1buPSSpNjZdFNhLwPRvQT7wVpmIIpduEegmHh3LpdD4ah4E
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Since July 1 of this year, Tennessee CBF 
has invested $10,000 in congregational 
mission grants to assist churches with 
hands-on ministry: 

Central Bearden of Bearden in Knox-
ville—Hispanic ministry 

Central Baptist of Fountain City in Knox-
ville—new Romania partnership 

Central Baptist in Johnson City—
support Christian Women’s Job Corps 

First Baptist in Gatlinburg—Meals for 
Many Christmas dinner 

First Baptist in Jefferson City—
Bethlehem Square 

Immanuel Baptist in Nashville—       
conversational English ministry 

Monte Vista Baptist in Maryville— 
Tradewinds fair trade store 

Rutledge Baptist in Rutledge—         
food pantry 

Second Baptist in Memphis—mentoring 
ministry through local networks 

Woodmont Baptist in Nashville—   
school backpack food ministry  

TCBF is pleased to partner with these 
congregations as they engage in mis-
sion action in their communities and 
beyond. Funding is made possible by 
gifts to the Elizabeth Richards State 
Missions Offering. 

 

State Missions        
Offering Update 

Our Elizabeth Richards State Missions 
Offering goal this year is $27,000 to 
support Samaritan Ministry, Neverfail 
Community Church, four new regional 
partners, and congregational mission 
grants. To date, churches and individu-
als have given $8,477.00. Offerings are 
received until June 30, 2016. 

Congregational     
Mission Grants 

CBF Mission Distinctives  

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s mission is to serve Christians and churches 
as they discover and fulfill their God-given calling. As the vanguard of the 
modern missionary movement, Baptists have been forming together for over 
two centuries to make disciples of all nations. Annually, the Fellowship      
supports 120 long-term field personnel serving in 30 countries, 50 Student.Go 
interns, and hundreds of short-term mission teams. 

Our recently crafted Mission Distinctives offer Cooperative Baptists common 
language for our shared witness to Jesus Christ. Our commitments reflect the 
mission engagement of CBF field personnel, congregations, and partners. CBF 
field personnel partner with CBF congregations to make a difference by ad-
dressing global poverty, global migration, and the global church. 

During this season 
of the year CBF-
affiliated congre-
gations seek to 
understand and 
interpret CBF’s 
mission commit-
ments that inform 
holistic mission 
engagement 
around the globe: 

Cultivating Beloved Community – We cultivate communities of reconciliation 
and hospitality to serve as signs, instruments, and foretastes of the kingdom 
of God. The Gospel compels us… 
 to offer radical hospitality to strangers and aliens, because we were once 

strangers and aliens. 
 to reconcile all peoples, because Christ has broken down the walls of  

hostility between us. 
 to demonstrate the kingdom we proclaim through the character of our 

life together in the local church. 
 

Bearing Witness to Jesus Christ – We bear witness to the gospel through 
words that invite faith in Jesus and actions that embody the ways of Jesus. 
The Gospel compels us… 
 to practice the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 
 to confess Jesus Christ as Lord to the glory of the Triune God. 
 to follow the example of Jesus who healed the sick, fed the hungry, and 

befriended sinners. 
 

Seeking Transformational Development – We seek to transform systems that 
suppress the capacity of individuals and communities in order to recognize, 
claim, and celebrate the God-given gifts of all people and places. The Gospel 
compels us… 
 to celebrate the image of God in every human life and the gifts in every 

community. 
 to develop local sustainable assets with community stakeholders through 

advocacy, education, and solidarity.  
 to make long-term commitments to transform structures that oppress 

people and degrade God’s creation. 
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Make plans NOW to join us in    
Middle Tennessee for a two-day 
gathering. On Friday, we gather for 
dinner, celebration, presentation of 
scholarships and Betty Galloway 
Advocacy for Women in Ministry 
Award, and worship led by King’s 
Cross’ praise band. Richard Allen 
who serves as Creative Director of 
Arise Ministry Group in South Africa 
will speak. In addition, two of our 
pastors, Stephen Cook and Thomas 
Quisenberry, will preach to our 
theme. 

Betty Galloway     
Advocacy Award 

Each year during the TCBF General 
Assembly we award a person, church, 
or organization that excels in pro-
moting and advocating for women in 
ministry. Contact Terry Maples at  
terry@tncbf.org by February 1, 2016, 
with your nomination. 
 

Ircel Harrison    
Scholarship 

TCBF grants at least one $1,000 theo-
logical scholarship each year. To apply 
for this scholarship, applicants must:  
1) have TN connections, 2) be a mem-
ber of a CBF-affiliated congregation or 
demonstrate support to state or na-
tional CBF ministries, and 3) be       
entering or currently enrolled in a 
master’s or doctoral program. To ap-
ply, go to tncbf.org and follow the 
instructions. Applications for this 
award presented at the General As-
sembly are due February 1, 2016. 

TCBF GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
April 8-9, 2016  
King ’s Cross Church  
Tullahoma, TN  

Following worship, all are invited to 
a concert featuring Justin and Jamie 
from Nashville, TN. This couple is 
well-known for its unique country/
folk sound.  

On Saturday morning, participants 
engage in hands-on mission pro-
jects in cooperation with the Hands 
& Feet Ministry of King’s Cross. The 
focus of “hands and feet” is repair-
ing homes in the region.   Other 
projects will be available inside the 
church building and in the nearby 
community. Details coming soon! 

We are excited about this oppor-
tunity to assemble in Tullahoma for 
this unique experience. Take ad-
vantage of a meaningful time of 
fellowship, learning, inspiration, 
and mission engagement. Spread 
the word! 

 

CBF TURNS 25!  

We have cause for celebration! The 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship turns 

25 in 2016. A year-long celebration 

kicks off in Greensboro, NC, next 

June and concludes at the General 

Assembly in Atlanta, GA, in 2017. 

Plans are underway to make both  

gatherings meaningful for all who 

love and appreciate the Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship. Several leaders 

from Tennessee serve on different 

planning teams. Stay tuned for de-

tails! 

mailto:terry@tncbf.org
http://www.tncbf.org
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Under the leadership of Stephen Reeves, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship collaborates with other faith-based groups to 
combat predatory lending practices in the United States. We include information in this article to awaken conscious-
ness about what is happening in Tennessee and describe what YOU can do to help. 

While several models for payday lending exist, all produce essentially the same results. An individual, desperate for 
money, borrows a small amount (typically less than $500) from a lender.  

The lender charges fees and interest equivalent to 350% APR or more. The full principle plus interest comes due in two 
weeks—on payday. Borrowers who cannot afford the repayment usually take out a second loan, setting up a danger-
ous and inescapable cycle.  

Auto title loans employ a similar modus operandi, but when the loan can’t be repaid, the lender assumes ownership of 
the car, regardless the value of the loan or the car.  

Did you know? 

Tennessee is the birthplace of payday loans. 

1,208 payday lenders operate in Tennessee.  

Approximately 835 car title lenders are active in Tennessee.  

Consider this: 

More payday loan storefronts can be seen in the U.S. than        
Starbucks and McDonald’s combined.  

Across the country, average APRs range from 391-700%.  

76% of all payday loans are taken out within two weeks of a      
previous payday loan.  

Research indicates predatory lenders are twice as likely to open stores in communities of color.  

In Tennessee, $198.5 million are paid in fees to payday lenders each year.  

Current Tennessee state regulation is easily circumvented and is not effective in protecting borrowers.  

Churches and individuals in Tennessee can and must take action against the harmful practice of predatory lending.  

What you can do:  

Across the country, hundreds of Christians from many churches and denominational bodies are taking action 
against predatory lending. Believers in Tennessee need you to be a part of that effort.  

Educate yourself and others. Notice the payday and auto title lenders in your own community.  

Contact your district representatives in the state legislature. Hold them accountable for making changes.  

Consider raising funds to help individuals currently in crisis due to predatory lending.  

Work with your congregation and other area ministry partners to find creative ways to eliminate the need for pay-
day and auto title loans.  

Pay attention and get involved in what other advocates are doing on the state and national level.  

Go to tncbf.org to find helpful resources (brochure, Bible study, etc.) to combat predatory lending in Tennessee. 

HOW PAYDAY LOANS WORK 
Important Information to Know  
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Winter Youth Summit 2016 is a collaborative ministry of Alabama CBF and Tennes-
see CBF. We encourage students in Tennessee to participate in this energetic and 
uplifting event. Here is what you need to know: 

Preacher: Carol Harston, Minister to Students at Highland Baptist Church in Louisville, KY, where she has served 
since 2007. Carol is a gifted minister and preacher who has passion and gifts for connecting with teenagers.   

Worship Leader: Aaron Keyes, a gifted singer, composer, and worship leader based in Snellville, GA, where he serves 
as Minister of Worship at Grace Fellowship Church. Check out Aaron's most recent album "In the Living Room."  

Cost: $69 per person plus lodging.  

Lodging: Embassy Suites Hotel — 1.800.362.2779 — Cost:  $112 — Book by December 24, 2015, using code 62L.  

Additional Information:  Go to www.alabamacbf.org 

 

WINTER YOUTH SUMMIT 

January 15-17, 2016 

First Baptist Church, Huntsville, AL  

Theme: STORY—Yours, Ours & God’s 

SAMARITAN MINISTRY FAITHWALK 
To commemorate World AIDS Day, Samari-
tan Ministry will host the 3rd annual 
FaithWalk and Al Ichiki 5K in downtown 
Knoxville on Saturday, December 12, 2015, 
at 2:00 p.m. The walk/run begins and ends 
at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 
414 West Vine Avenue. The purpose of the 
FaithWalk is to bring members of the com-

munity together to take a 
stand against the stigma of 
HIV, raise awareness, and 
spread love.  

TCBF will sponsor FaithWalk 
again this year (see 2014   
picture). We are allocated 
spaces for ten walkers/
runners, so let Terry Maples 
know if you desire to partici-
pate. Come enjoy the fun and 
fellowship! Register at: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Knoxville/Faithwalk. 

FINANCIAL 
REPORT  

We express gratitude to all individ-
uals and congregations who invest 
in the kingdom ministry of TCBF. 
Because of unexpected expenses 
for building a new website, budget       
expenses exceeded income for the 
first four months of this fiscal year.  
 

July-October, 2015: 
Budget Goal—$64,866.66 
Unrestricted Income—$48,930.35 
Budget Expenses—$51,663.59 
Deficit—$2,733.24 
 

We welcome your end-of-year gifts.  
 
 

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Knoxville/Faithwalk
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STORIES FROM SOUTH AFRICA  

TCBF General Assembly 
Offering Is in the Bag(s)  
At the TCBF assembly in Knoxville this spring we col-
lected an offering for an enduring gift for our ministry 
partners in South Africa.   

This summer, in conjunction with the Baptist World 
Congress held in Durban, South Africa, mission teams 
from 13 different congregations (including First Chatta-
nooga, First Knoxville, and Second Memphis) partici-
pated in partnership missions in different regions of 
the country. The teams from Chattanooga and Mem-
phis spent a week in rural Winterton where they 
stayed at a campsite called Emseni which means "a 
place of grace." 

July in South Africa is the heart of winter; your TCBF 
General Assembly offering purchased sleeping bags 
(see above) to keep the team members warm.  At the 
conclusion of the trip, the team gifted these sleeping 
bags to Emseni so needy children and youth who come 
to camp have clean, warm bedding while on retreats. 

Thank you, TCBF, for the WARMTH of your generosity! 
 

South Africa Testimony  
 

 

 

 

  

      

N i t a  &  A n n - M a r i e  
 

Mission trip experiences require planning. Months before  
leaving, participants ponder travel plans, lodging, mission 
opportunities, packing lists, and much more. Some of the 
greatest blessings, however, are completely unplanned. 

When I heard our church, First Baptist in Chattanooga, 
might take a second trip to South Africa, I was thrilled 
about the possibility of going. As a middle school teacher, 
I taught about South Africa and had years ago added a 
visit to my “bucket list.” Then, a year before the planned 
trip, my husband’s job was downsized—making the trip 
nearly impossible. We both desired to go, but there were 
many obstacles. So we prayed. In a few months, my hus-
band had a new job and permission to take two weeks off 
from work. We were blown away by the generous finan-
cial support of family and friends.  

Our team planned for the upcoming journey—meetings, 
reading a book to encourage spiritual readiness, and 
preparation for every activity of the trip, especially the 
mission assignments: backyard Bible club and playground 
construction. My job was to help with children’s games.  

On Day One in Winterton, South Africa, we left Emseni 
camp on our 45 minute drive to Thembaletu. I remember 
feeling nervously excited as we drove through town. I 
was surprised when we stopped after only 20 minutes. 
Our ministry partner Betsy announced she needed one 
more person to join nurses on home visits. Spontaneous-
ly I said, “I’ll go.” Minutes later, I was off the van carrying 
my backpack to unknown places with unknown people. 
What was I thinking? Doing something totally unplanned 
is very atypical for me.  

I was quickly introduced to Nita the caregiver and off we 
went. We walked for miles in what seemed to me the 
middle of nowhere. On that beautiful morning, I was priv-
ileged to move from house to house to meet Nita’s pa-
tients. Most were HIV positive and had diseases like tu-
berculosis and diabetes. At the close of each visit, Nita 
asked me to pray aloud for each patient. I was completely 
unprepared for this. I felt nervous and my words were 
not eloquent, but I know Holy Spirit spoke through my 
mumbling to give comfort and peace to the patients. 

I certainly did not plan to make home visits. After all, I’m 
a teacher not a nurse. I did not expect to be welcomed 
into the homes of dying patients. Most of all, I did not 
expect this unplanned event to be my most meaningful 
South Africa experience. 

                                                               Ann-Marie Blentlinger 
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These are exciting days for Tennessee CBF! Allow me to highlight a few 
ways we impacted the kingdom these past couple months:  prepared and 
mailed to partner churches a packet calling for action around predatory 
lending practices in Tennessee; gave financial resources to help with relief 
efforts following flooding in South Carolina; assisted CBF with Syrian refu-
gee relief; presented ten congregational grants for mission engagement in 
Tennessee; supported SelahVie (end of summer reflection for college stu-
dents) in Nashville; co-sponsored Mercer Preaching Consultation in 
Chattanooga; co-sponsored Nurturing Faith’s “Civil War @150”  experi-
ence in Chattanooga; planned 2016 TCBF General Assembly in Tullahoma; 
and much more. We also supported Central Seminary in TN with scholar-
ship funds, assistance for the Nashville site, and financial sponsorship of 
Scholastica (peer-learning group for women in ministry). 

We are excited about our brand new website:  tncbf.org. FaithLab built our 
new site that is more flexible, easier to use, and more secure. Check out 
this important new ministry tool! 

Members of the Coordinating Council and staff of TCBF wish each of you 
meaningful preparation for and celebration of Christ’s birth. May God rich-
ly bless you during this season of hope, peace, joy, and love! 

TCBF Coordinating Council Meeting,     
February 20, Murfreesboro, TN 

Church Works, February 22-24,            
Asheville, NC 

TCBF General Assembly, April 8-9,      
King’s Cross in Tullahoma, TN 

CBF General Assembly, June 20-24, 
Greensboro, NC 

SelahVie, August 3-6,                             
Nashville, TN 

Mercer Preaching Consultation,           
September 25-27, Chattanooga, TN 

 

KEY 2016 
CALENDAR DATES: 
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2913 Caraway Drive  

Murfreesboro, TN 37130  
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PO Box 11747  

Murfreesboro, TN 37129  
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