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LINK 

P2/  GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Read about TCBF’s General 

Assembly coming up April 

21st and 22nd at Woodmont 

Baptist Church in Nashville. 

P3 /  OGM 

Learn how Baptists are      

forming together to make 

disciples of all nations through 

the Offering for Global       

Missions 

P4 /  COORD. ARTICLE  

Rick Bennett, TCBF’s new 

field coordinator, shares 

about himself. 

P5 /  TCBF GIVES $5k to 

25th Anniversary Cam-

paign Fund 

Last fall our TCBF Coordinating Council gave its unani-
mous – and enthusiastic – affirmation of the Field Coordina-
tor Search Committee’s recommendation to call Dr. Rick     
Bennett as our state’s next leader.  This vote was the      
capstone of a process initiated at the beginning of the year 
and the culmination of a national search undertaken by the 
committee. 
 
There is a common refrain regularly repeated by faith-
based search committees.  Members of those groups invar-
iably attest to the spiritual dimensions that deepen their 
prayer lives.  This committee is no exception to that at all.   
 
Our entire process was undergirded with and guided by 

prayers; both those of the six committee members and those across the broader CBF        
community.  There came a moment of holy clarity for us all in the midst of our deliberations as 
we were reviewing written materials, meeting candidates, and discerning the work of God.  
The committee came to a place where we recognized we were standing on sacred ground 
and that God had been preparing us for this moment in TCBF’s history.  It came as Rick    
Bennett was sharing his heart for the work of this Fellowship and what it is and might yet be.  
There was no hint of pretense or putting on a show for the sake of impressing the committee.  
He is a person profoundly shaped by the Spirit and willing to be led where the Spirit calls. 
 
As we approach our 25

th
 anniversary we believe that Rick is certainly called to lead us in this 

season of our life together.  He is uniquely and wonderfully gifted for this work.  His blend of 
local church ministry experience as both pastor and staff minister, as well as his years of work 
at CBF Global and the depth of awareness that he brings from that work are all important.  But 
greater still are the depths of his spiritual life; the practices of prayer and pastoral wisdom that 
shape his character and guide his work.   
 
Rick and his wife, Rebecca, are the parents of Tyler (15) and Ethan (12).  Most recently Rick 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church in Elkin, NC.  Prior to that pastoral call, Rick was the  
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“We joyfully           

welcome the        

Bennetts to           

Tennessee” 

Cover 

Article 
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Director of Missional 
Congregations for CBF 
Global, a position he 
held for more than eight 
years.  In that role he  
developed a number of    
different CBF resources 
related to Christian      
discipleship and spiritual 
formation.  
 
We joyfully welcome the 
Bennetts to Tennessee 
as they make this state 
their home.  This is an 
exciting season to be 
part of the TCBF      
community and its      
unfolding future! 
 
Stephen Cook, Chair 
Field Coordinator Search 
Committee 
and Senior Pastor 
Second Baptist Church, 
Memphis 

 

Make Plans to Join Us! 

Make plans now to join us April 21st and 22nd, for the 25th 
TCBF General Assembly, at Woodmont Baptist Church in 
Nashville, TN, with featured speaker, Suzii Paynter, CBF 
Global Executive Director. 

REGISTER NOW at tncbf.org 

Be sure to check the website for updates and hotel accommodations. 

NOTE: Registration Fee for the TCBF General Assembly will be $15 
(children 12 and under are FREE.) Meals are included in the regis-
tration fee. 

  

With Featured Speaker, Suzii Paynter 

Tennessee Transitions 

RAY MILLER joined the staff of Crievewood in Nashville 

as Senior Pastor in December 

 

BILL BOOTH joined the staff of FBC Maryville  

as Senior Pastor in December 

 

PAM NEAL, Minister of Administration, was ordained by 

FBC Knoxville in October 
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TCBF Friends, 
 
What a great privilege is mine to serve as your new Field Coordinator!   
 
I want to thank the Search Committee, led by Stephen Cook, Pastor at Second Baptist Church in Memphis, for helping 
me discern a call to serve.  Simply put, my experience with the TCBF Search Committee was the best search experience 
I've ever engaged - in every way.  From the beginning to the end, the journey was a discerning conversation conducted 
in the most timely and appropriate way.  You should be proud of your Search Committee.  Let me also thank Gene Wil-
der, Interim Field Coordinator, for interrupting his retirement to answer the call to service with TCBF. Not only has Gene 
served TCBF well, he has helped me make an informed start.  Thank you, Gene and Search Committee! 
 
A Little About Me 
 
The most important thing about me is Rebecca, my wife of 21 years, a native of Summerfield, NC.  A graduate of Mere-
dith College and the University of Georgia, Rebecca is an educator, most recently serving as a media specialist in an 
elementary school setting.  Rebecca and I have two boys, Tyler (15) and Ethan (12).  I hope they will get to meet you at 
our General Assembly in April! 
 
Born in North Carolina and raised in south Florida, I became a Christian at 14 and began discerning a call to ministry two 
years later under the guidance of my pastor.  At his encouragement, I studied Christian ministry at Campbell University, 
one of several historically Baptist schools in NC.  After learning what it means to be a Baptist, I attended Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary at Richmond (BTSR), graduating with an M.Div. in 1998; later earning a D.Min. with a spiritual formation 
concentration in 2008.   
 
Seminary is where my CBF story began.  As a student at BTSR, I had the opportunity to participate attend my first Gen-
eral Assembly in Richmond, VA.  At BTSR I also interacted with Cecil Sherman for the first time, learning much about 
Baptists and CBF, never imagining that I'd eventually serve directly the organization he and other faithful Baptists helped 
begin.  As a young minister in both learning and ministry, CBF contributed heavily to my formation, resourcing, equip-
ping, and supporting me in ministry.   
 
After seminary I served as minister of education and youth and associate pastor at two churches in NC and SC before 
joining the staff of CBF in Atlanta (Global) where I served initiatives related primarily to spiritual formation, resource de-
velopment and missional church for nearly 9 years.   For the last four years, it has been my privilege to pastor the fine 
people of a committed CBF partner church, First Baptist Church, Elkin, NC.  It is from that position of learning and ser-
vice that I joyfully answered the call to serve as Field Coordinator of Tennessee CBF!  Indeed, my time as a pastor has 
already proven invaluable for my role at TCBF.   
 
Joyfully Available 
 
These first few months have been a pleasant whirlwind.  Aside from the usual tasks involved with setting up one's work, 
I've had the pleasure of visiting with many pastors and staff members, as well as lay leaders, in every section of Tennes-
see.  It is my goal to be in contact with every staff minister of each Tennessee CBF partner congregation by October 
2017.  I want to hear your story of faith and the role that CBF plays in it.  I want to know how CBF can better serve you 
and be a more faithful partner in ministry.  I want to break bread and hear about what God is doing where you are.  And I 
want to be available as you have need.  Most importantly, I want to know how I can pray for your ministry and your 
church.  Know of my joyful availability to you, and my willingness to go where you are. 
 
Celebrating 25 Years! 
 
Enough about me; let's talk about us!  We are turning 25!  For twenty-five years Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has 
been a free and faithful Baptist witness in the Volunteer State, networking and resourcing churches and Christians as 
they discover and fulfill  their God-given mission.  Forming together! That's something to celebrate!  And celebrate we 
will!  Let me be the first to invite you to the celebration April 21-22 at Woodmont Baptist Church in Nashville, the 
church where we answered the call 25 years ago! CBF Global's Executive Coordinator Suzzi Paynter, will be with us to 
help us celebrate this significant anniversary.  The team planning the 2017 General Assembly will release more plans in 
the coming months.  In the meanwhile, I hope that you will plan now to be with us in Nashville to celebrate God's initia-
tive and sustenance these 25 years!  Save the date! Make arrangements to come with a colleague or a friend.  Let the 
fellowship begin! 

“I want to break bread and 

hear about what God is    

doing where you are.” 

COORDINATOR ARTICLE  
BY RICK BENNETT  

>> CONT. PAGE FIVE 



4 

Tennessee CBF GIVES $5000 Toward 
25th Anniversary Campaign Fund  

In October, Tennessee CBF's (TCBF) Coordinating Council voted enthusiastically  to participate in 
CBF Global's 25th Anniversary Campaign with a gift of $5000.  TCBF's gift joins with those of other 
CBF state and regional organizations, churches, and individuals toward the goal of raising $12 mil-
lion by June 2017.   
 
The Anniversary Campaign focuses on the long-lasting benefits of increasing CBF Global's            
endowment to support three goals that have been 
priorities throughout our 25-year history: sustaining 
the long-term    presence of field personnel ($6      
million), forming healthy churches ($4 million) and 
nurturing young Baptists ($2 million). The Campaign 
will also provide generous grants to CBF states and 
regions to support their ministries in these three are-
as. 
 
One might wonder, "If the campaign design is, in part, to give grants to the states and regions, then 
why is TCBF giving to the initiative?"  Several reasons came to mind in the discernment.  First, TCBF 
gives out of collective gratitude for the role that CBF Global plays in calling together eighteen       
distinct state and regional organizations of free and faithful Baptists for partnership in the mission of 
God.  Secondly, TCBF wants to model partnership for other CBF Global partners, encouraging    
other state and regional organizations, as well as its own partner congregations, to join in direct    
support of the Campaign.  Thirdly, we want to express and share our hope in CBF's future by     
helping endow a sustainable future.  Fourthly, we understand that we are investing talents; TCBF's 
gift today is an investment in a global Baptist family, the whole of which reaps future benefit. Finally, 
TCBF's gift is an expression of our financial health and stewardship as a state organization.   
 
Your Coordinating Council hopes that individual partner churches and individuals choose to          
participate in this 25th Anniversary Campaign as well.  No gift is too small and every gift makes a   
difference.  To find out more about the opportunity, including giving recognition levels, resources for 
emphasizing the Campaign in your congregation, and ways to give, visit cbf.net and click on the 
Twenty & Five image.   

 
The Days Ahead 
 
I ask for your prayers as I begin this ministry among you.  Join in my prayers for vision, endurance, patience, opportunity, 
safety in travel, a sense of timing, as well as knowing the times.  Pray for my family.  Feeling led to locate in Knoxville, 
we seek further clarity and greater specifics.  Pray for sensitivity to the Spirit's leadership in finding a church home.  Pray 
for TCBF's partner congregations and equipping ministers in these days.  Pray that we all, together, grow in Christlike-
ness and faithfulness, and in doing so that our lives would become increasingly oriented to the mission of God in the 
world.   
 
Thank you for the privilege of serving you! 
 
Grace and peace -  
 
Rick Bennett 
Field Coordinator  

>> CONT. FROM PAGE FOUR 
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Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the  Holy Spirit.                         

- Matthew 28:19  

Long-term Witness for Christ around the World 

After more than two decades of Christian witness in 30 countries, CBF stands convinced that there 

are no shortcuts to making disciples of all nations. Whether translating the Bible into a previously   

unwritten language, educating Chinese lay leaders and pastors to build the Church and to spread 

the Gospel, or resurrecting hope in rural America, the transformation we seek requires a patient,  

incarnational witness with others. 
 

When you give… 

You keep ministers on the mission field 

Under a bold new plan that clarifies the vision for CBF Global Missions, gifts to the Offering for 

Global Missions support the transformative impact that long-term mission presence enables.  

When you give, you are investing in the cost of presence, that is, the salaries, benefits, housing 

costs and children’s educational needs for all CBF field personnel. 
 

Global Poverty - Cooperative Baptists seek sustainable responses to systems of poverty that      

devalue life and diminish the image of God. 

Global Migration - Cooperative Baptists 

extend hope and hospitality to those who 

are driven by  circumstances or drawn by 

opportunity away from their homes. 

Global Church - Cooperative Baptists  

befriend Christians from around the world 

to share and receive gifts and to engage 

in God’s mission together through worship, fellowship, education and service. 

Giving: Give online now, and/or get your congregation involved! 100 percent of gifts to the 
Offering for Global Missions go directly to CBF Global Missions to ensure the long-term pres-
ence of field personnel around the world. Make a gift to the Offering at... 

www.cbf.net/missions/ogm/ 
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Samaritan Ministry is a faith-based AIDS Service              

Organization that was founded in 1996. Wayne Smith is the 

Director of this ministry, which operates under the auspices of Central Baptist Church of Bearden in Knoxville, 

Tennessee.  

 

We seek to serve people, primarily in East Tennessee, who are living with HIV/AIDS through direct support 

and by way of our significant network of service providers. We are also involved in education and awareness 

programming in churches, jails and prisons, colleges and universities, and in other areas of the community. 

We are very conscious of the need for continued education and awareness about this ongoing global and do-

mestic threat to mankind. We are committed to take every opportunity to advocate, teach, and otherwise seek 

support in this fight against HIV & AIDS. We are most concerned that Christians and churches respond ap-

propriately to this epidemic with open arms and hearts, living out the model set for us by Jesus Christ.  

Address:  

6300 Deane Hil l  Dr  

Knoxvi l le, TN 37919  

 

Mail ing address:  

PO Box 11747  

Murfreesboro, TN 37129  

PHONE:  865-297-3267  

WEBSITE: tncbf.org  

 

RICK BENNETT-  Field Coordinator  

rbennett@tncbf.org  

 

BRITTANY JACKSON -  Office Manager  

bjackson@tncbf.org  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

Ministry Partner SPOTLIGHT! 
Samaritan Ministry  
Knoxville, TN  


