
Their ministry began in 2002 with 
a small group of “wild, praying 
women” from First Baptist Church of 
Nashville who 
saw a vision 
for a down-
town ministry 
for women. In 
2017, in its 
new, state-of-
the-art facility, The Next Door served 
about 1500 women through its pro-
grams and services.

The Next Door focuses on  
three unique areas of service. First, 
they provide addiction treatment, 
both inpatient and outpatient ser-
vices, for women with substance 
addiction, regardless of their ability 
to pay. Secondly, through The Next 
Door Chattanooga’s Correctional 
Release Center, they provide re- 
entry assistance for women finishing  
the last few months of a prison  

sentence. Finally, The Next Door 
provides affordable permanent 
housing that provides support and 

case manage-
ment services 
for those living 
in recovery and 
sobriety. As a 
Christ-centered 
agency, spiri-

tual wellness, Bible classes, chapel 
services, and daily meditations are 
part of the program and are inte-
grated into each woman’s plan for 
wellness.

Your gift to the Volunteer State 
Missions Offering helps support 
the work of AO, MIFA, and The 
Next Door as they bring volunteers  
together in love and service and 
positively impact the lives of  
families in need of food, a safe  
place to live, companionship,  
medical care, and more.

The Next Door provides a continuum of ministry for women and 
their families impacted by addiction, mental illness, trauma, 

and/or incarceration with Christ-centered compassionate care. 

Join Cooperative Baptists across 
Tennessee as we learn more about our 
Volunteer State Missions Offering ministry 
partners, unite our hearts in prayer, and 
consider how God might be calling us as 
individuals and congregations to become 
involved in these life-changing ministries!  
For more information, visit tncbf.org/vsmo  
or Facebook at @tennesseecbf.
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What began 34 
years ago as two 
college students 
seeking to find a 
way to love their 
neighbors in need  
has transformed into a multi-faceted, 
year-round ministry serving count-
less families struggling to access the 
basic  necessities of life or maintain 
a safe home.

The AO Ministry Center  
provides food, clothing, household 
items, toys, and firewood to approx-
imately 1,800 individuals every 
month; and many of these individ-

uals give back to 
AO by volunteer-
ing their time in 
this or other AO 
ministries. During 
summer months, 

AO provides mission opportunities 
for groups from all over the U.S. 
Teams of volunteers primarily help 
homeowners with repairs that serve 
to bring their homes up to accept-
able living conditions. Samaritan 
House is AO’s shelter for single 
women and families, and it pro-
vides a place of respite and hope 
for around 55 families every year.

Created in the wake of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination, 
MIFA has evolved into a broad-
based nonprofit with a focused 
mission: to support the indepen-
dence of vulnerable seniors and 
families in crisis through high-im-
pact programs.

MIFA’s senior programs, such 
as home-delivered meals, focus on 
helping clients remain independent 
while promoting health, companion-
ship, and dignity. Family programs 
provide basic services to prevent 
homelessness, stabilize relation-
ships, and encourage indepen-
dence. These programs offer a spec-
trum of personalized interventions 

designed to address the vulnerabil-
ities that could lead an individual or 
family to homelessness. MIFA serves 
over 50,000 people a year, but the 
impact their work has on the lives of 
others is much greater than numbers 
alone can indicate. Their interfaith 
outreach continues to bring people 
together who otherwise would not 
know each other and builds bridges 
of understanding.

Appalachian Outreach (AO) is a poverty  
relief ministry equipped to serve families in the  
Appalachian region through word and deed.  

Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association (MIFA) was founded  
in 1968 in an unprecedented cooperative effort among  

church and community leaders to confront the growing issues  
of poverty, hunger, and social division in Memphis. 
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