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P3 /  STATE MISSIONS 

Read about TCBF’s state 

missions offering for 2015-

2016. Our goal is $27,000, 

and we pick up four new 

regional partners. 

P4 /  MODERATOR ARTICLE 

Amy Cook from Second 

Baptist Church in Memphis 

tells about herself, thanks 

TCBF for allowing her to 

serve, and calls us to action. 

P5 /  GOOD START  

Stephen Cook tells a story 

about predatory lending in 

Cordova, Tennessee. He 

calls us to stand up against 

predatory loans. 

P7 /  GENEROSITY 

This guest feature article by 

Ann Michel reviews a book 

that highlights the incredible 

benefits discovered through 

generosity. 

Remember the above picture? 
These tires were painted during 
the Day of Mission at the TCBF 
General Assembly in Memphis 
last year. People from across the 
state came together to make 
something beautiful out of some-
thing old and worn-out. The re-
purposed tires became planters to 
beautify the city.  

 
These flower planters, as well as 
the bags of food we packed at our 

General Assembly this year, are 
beautiful examples of what it 
means to “form together.” Last 
January CBF revealed the culmi-
nation of a year-long re-branding 
process. As you recall, the bran-
ding journey resulted in a new 
tagline—Forming Together, a 
call to “partner to renew God’s 
world,” six attributes we seek to 
embody, and new colors and lo-
gos. The marketing firm that 
guided the process did a great job 

of capturing who we are. 
 
CBF Global provided tools and 
language to help us interpret the 
brand audit results and com-
municate all the ways CBF is 
forming together. Ultimately, the 
real value of this work depends 
on how helpful it is to people, 
churches, and partners that com-
prise the Fellowship. Crafting 
new language to help us talk 
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FORMING TOGETHER 
IN TENNESSEE 
BY TERRY MAPLES  

This two-day experience with Johnny 

Pierce, Bruce Gourley, and Bobby Lovett 

offers a closer look at Baptist involvement 

in and reaction to the Civil War — as well 

how the war’s legacy continues to impact 

American society a century and a half lat-

er. The setting, rich in Civil War history, 

will enhance the learning experience. Day 

one includes dinner, presentations, and a 

panel discussion. Day 2 is experiential and 

includes visits to historic civil war battle-

fields.  

 

Register at www.nurturingfaith.net/

experiences. Registration cost is $45.00, 

and lodging is available for $139. Join us 

for this time of learning and reflection. 
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Kentucky Baptist Fellowship to sup-
port Extreme Build (see article be-
low). We partner with Alabama CBF 
to provide a significant CBF event for 
youth called Winter Youth Summit.  

In this edition of the LINK you will 
notice other ways in which we partner 
with others to make a difference. Spe-
cifically, take note of the many ways 
individuals and congregations partner 
to make possible the ministries funded 
through our state missions offering. 
 
Please notice the fresh look of our 
newsletter. TCBF created a new logo 
under the CBF house brand; the new 
colors are integrated into this edition 
of The LINK. Just another way we are 
“forming together” with CBF. 
 
When you partner with TCBF and 
CBF, you are forming faith in Jesus 
Christ for the sake of the world. Let’s 
partner to renew God’s world! 

Mission support and engagement capture the heart and imagination of indivi-
duals and congregations across Tennessee. Why? We take seriously Jesus’ 
words about caring for the poor and oppressed as recorded in Matthew 25:31-
46, and we’re motivated by the Great Commission, Matthew 28:19-20. Ten-
nessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (TCBF) provides opportunities for con-
gregations to collaborate and meet kingdom needs in Jesus’ name. Being the 
presence of Christ in the world means we are intentional about serving “the 
least of these,” that’s why for many years TCBF has promoted an annual state 
missions offering. We celebrate the lives that have been touched by generous 
donations to our state missions offering.  

Our state missions offering is named for Elizabeth Richards, retired CBF field 
personnel. Elizabeth served as missionary in the Middle East for 16 years. For 
nine of those years, she served in a traditional health care setting – working in 
a chest disease hospital serving the 
Bedouin. Later she worked in a mi-
cro-enterprise setting in Jordan that 
employed and served the unreached 
and those marginalized by society, 
mostly employees disabled or dis-
advantaged in some way. Elizabeth inspires us to have our eyes open to meet 
tangible needs here in our own state while also acknowledging the meaningful 
work being done around the world.  
 

During 2014-2015, congregations and individuals gave $28,733.99 to the Eliz-
abeth Richards Missions Offering. We are grateful for your generous invest-
ment in the ministries funded by our state missions offering.  

The goal for the Elizabeth Richards Missions Offering for 2015-2016 is 
$27,000. Churches and individuals who give to this state missions offering 
support two ongoing ministry partners—Samaritan Ministry in Knoxville and 
Neverfail Community Church in Sparta—both of which receive $5,000. Four 
new regional partners in Tennessee are outlined on this page (each will receive 
$1,500 if we reach our goal). In addition, your gifts provide eleven $1,000 
mission grants to encourage congregations to serve outside the walls of their 
church buildings. 

We encourage congregations to designate time on their church calendars to 
highlight the Elizabeth Richards Missions Offering and the needs it addresses. 
You may promote and ingather this offering when convenient for your church 
between now and June 30, 2016. TCBF is here to assist you with materials, 
bulletin inserts, and speakers. Sample promotional materials were mailed to 
churches. For your convenience, these resources can be downloaded from our 
website at tncbf.org (see the front page or under the missions tab). If you need 
additional free materials mailed to you, please contact Brittany Jackson at 
615.907.8525 or bjackson@tncbf.org.  

Thank you for your partnership and generosity and for being the presence of 
Christ to our state! 

about our identity is good, and hav-
ing new visual representations of 
forming together is useful. For the 
re-branding to be truly impactful, 
however, each state and region must 
contextualize it. 

So, what does forming together 
look like in Tennessee? The essence 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship is captured by the idea of for-
mation. TCBF encourages individu-
al growth and supports local church 
growth. We help Christians form 
into their faith as well as live out 
their faith. We form diverse partner-
ships locally and globally. We are 
forming together through collabora-
tion and partnerships.  

“Forming Together” celebrates the 
spiritual formation process that 
molds and shapes us in the image of 
Christ. Tennessee CBF encourages 
and invests in faith formation op-
portunities for individuals, congre-
gations, college students, and oth-
ers. 

Mid-South Food Bank’s Food for 
Kids Backpack Program in Memphis 

In Mid-South Food Bank's service area, 
23.7 percent of children are food inse-
cure. Even short-term nutritional defi-
ciency can impact a child's health and 
ability to learn. The Food for Kids 
Backpack Program provides a backpack 
filled with nutritious, child-friendly 
food for children to take home for the 
weekend.  
 

The Next Door in Nashville 
The mission of The Next Door is sim-
ple: provide the best care with the    
greatest respect for women in need. The 
Next Door offers programs to assist 
with transition and re-entry for women 
who have been incarcerated. At the core 
of these programs is a ministry of the 
heart — The Next Door leaders care 
deeply about the women who need their 
help.  

 

CWJC  in Chattanooga 

Christian Women’s Job Corps was 
formed to provide a faith-based edu-
cational program and life changing 
community for individuals living on 
salaries below living wage. The vision 
of CWJC is to provide educational 
classes, community resources, and 
mentors to journey to a brighter fu-
ture with their clients. The holistic 
program, at no cost to students, pro-
vides women the support and 
knowledge they need to change their 
circumstances and their lives. 
 

Appalachian Outreach In Jeff. City 
The Campus Ministries Department 
of Carson-Newman University started 
Appalachian Outreach in 1984 as a 
home repair ministry for poverty lev-
el people. Since then AO has expand-
ed its ministries to include a home-
less shelter called Samaritan House, a 
food distribution ministry, a used 
clothing and furniture ministry, a 
computer and GED educational pro-
gram, a ministry to Hispanics, a recy-
cling program, and Christian nurtur-
ing and counseling.  

New Regional  
Mission Partners 

Extreme Build is Kentucky Baptist Fellowship's annual 
home construction project in McCreary County, KY. This pro-
ject brings together churches and individuals in partnership with 
local agencies to build a home for a low income family in ten 
days. The build took place the week of June 7-13. This year, 115 
volunteers participated in the construction of this new home (see 
photo of the house on celebration day).  
 
TCBF contributed $2,000 to help purchase supplies for this edi-
tion of Extreme Build. Lives were changed as a result of this 
miracle of partnerships!  

Cover 
Article 

Extreme Build in KY  

>> CONT. FROM PAGE ONE 

TCBF also engages in cross-cultural 
“forming together” that happens be-
tween CBF field personnel and the 
least evangelized, most marginalized 
people on earth. We support the work 
of Missy Ward Angalla in Uganda, 
Bill and Noy Peeler in Cambodia, and 
the Josh and Caroline Smith in South 
Africa. 

Individuals are forming together with 
congregations; congregations are 
forming together with other congrega-
tions and with state and regional CBF 
organizations; and TCBF is forming 
together with other autonomous CBF 
bodies, as well as with all of CBF. In 
Tennessee, four regional councils 
comprised of churches in each part of 
the state work together to nurture faith 
and meet needs.  

Tennessee CBF partners across state 
lines to form and nurture faith. We 
partner with CBF of Arkansas in the 
Together for Hope work in Helena. 
This year we are sponsoring summer 
missionaries and will support a new 
literacy initiative. We partner with  

“Forming Together” celebrates the 

spiritual formation process that molds 

and shapes us in the image of Christ.  

Elizabeth Richards Missions    
Offering, 2015 – 2016  

http://www.tncbf.org
mailto:bjackson@tncbf.org
http://web.cn.edu/ao/SamHouse/SamHouse.htm


As I  glance back over the past few 
months and look ahead toward the com-
ing year, I am filled with excitement 
and anticipation for all that is to come. 
As your moderator, I have the wonder-
ful opportunity to occupy a front row 
seat to so much that is going on in our 
state, and I am sincerely grateful for 
that opportunity! For those of you who 
do not know me, allow me a moment to 
introduce myself! My name is Amy 
Cook, and I am a graduate of The Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. A Journalism and Mass Communi-
cation major at the time, I felt the call 
to ministry and, after graduation, I at-
tended Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond. It was here I learned about 
ministry, met my husband, and was 
exposed to this new and exciting       
“not-a-denomination” called Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship. Since my first 
year in seminary, I have attended every 
national assembly and all of the state 
gatherings I could. There is something 
attractive, addictive, and exciting about 
CBF. Maybe it's our openness to all 
people. Maybe it's our gentle invitation 
to Christianity. Maybe it's our sincere 
care for individual people and not just 
the numbers they represent. Whatever 

On Saturday, July 25, a large team of adults and youth 
traveled from First Baptist Church in Murfreesboro to 
Neverfail Community Church in Sparta. Groups orga-
nized and packed school supplies to be distributed to 
children in the community and additional school sup-
plies were prepared for teachers to distribute to needy 
students. Students from First Baptist provided a VBS 
experience for children in the area. Other team mem-
bers mowed and trimmed the yard and cut up downed 
trees. We are grateful to First Baptist in Murfreesboro 
for partnering with Neverfail as an expression of their 
ongoing mission commitment to the region. Four FBC  
ministers — David Cates, Pam Pilote, Phil Potratz, 
and Pastor Noel Schoonmaker — participated! 

Neverfail Mission Project  

 
“There is something          

attractive, addictive and 

exciting about CBF.   

Maybe it's our openness 

to all people.” 

MODERATOR ARTICLE  
BY AMY COOK  

On May 11, the Commercial Appeal told a story about a Cordova payday loan business fighting to remain 
open despite violating local zoning ordinances. In the middle of that story is a statement that reveals a sig-
nificant truth not just about this business, but about all payday lending operations.  

 

The article, referencing a request before the County Commission’s Land 
Use Control Board, reports  “some commissioners believe the owners 
misrepresented the operation on the land use paperwork.” Alleging itself 
to be an investment firm when originally applying for its certificate of 
occupancy in 2013, Cash Now at 1204 Houston Levee – and all other 
such operations that pollute our city’s landscape – does far more than 
misrepresent its occupancy applications. Payday lending businesses are 
a scourge on our communities and many moderate and lower income 

households.  
 

In Tennessee, payday loans can come at a cost of over 460% APR and many borrowers who take out a 
payday loan to cover a short-term cash shortfall find themselves trapped in long-term debt. The typical 
payday loan borrower takes out nine loans over the course of a year. Payday lenders notoriously  entice 
disadvantaged families facing financial emergencies into years-long debt-cycles that prey on their vulnera-
bility. 

 

That Financial One, which operates the Cash Now business cur-
rently maneuvering to delay the county’s efforts to address their 
zoning violation, would function in this way is hardly surprising. 
Predatory lenders employ irresponsible and immoral business 
practices. No one in our community should be surprised to hear 
about this latest development in the case of the Cash Now busi-
ness in Cordova. 

 

Our city will be better off without the Cash Now in Cordova. Next,  we must attend to the scores of other 
payday and car title loan stores that wreak havoc on the financial lives of our neighbors. I, along with faith 
leaders from an array of traditions and denominations are coming together to call for an end to usurious 
business practices that intentionally target and trap the poor. A coalition, Faith for Just Lending, is calling 
for an end to predatory payday lending. Our work can be found at lendjustly.com 
 

Many members of Congress claim the payday lending industry provides a needed source of 
consumer credit. People do occasionally find themselves in need of cash,  but loans at 460% 
interest are usurious and hurt more than they help. Surely the divides created by our country’s 
politics are not so great that we cannot agree 460% is a ridiculous, even obscene number. I 
hope our elected officials can support a bill to cap interest and fees at 36% nationwide. This 
would demonstrate their concern for local families is equal to their concern for the payday 
lending industry 

 

I hope also that the Cash Now in Cordova and its misrepresentation will prompt citizens of 
goodwill who care about our neighbors to learn more about the unscrupulous business practices 
some of our elected officials seek to protect.   

 

Closing one payday lending business in our community is a good first step, but it certainly can-
not be our last. 
 

Dr. Stephen Cook , pastor of Second Baptist Church in Memphis, TN, serves on Tennessee CBF’s             
Coordinating Council. He wrote this opinion piece for the Commercial Appeal in Memphis. 

“it” is, I'm hooked! Since seminary gradu-
ation 13 years ago, Stephen and I have 
lived in Georgia, Texas, Virginia, and now 
Tennessee. It's been an exciting ride so 
far, and I've thoroughly enjoyed being a 
part of each state's CBF body and partici-
pating in the various ways each state 
shows the presence of Christ to its neigh-
bors and to those beyond.   
 
We moved to Memphis in late 2010 and 
have been in love with Tennessee ever 
since! While we who are TCBF certainly 
have a challenge figuring out how to be a 
CBF community in such a geographically 
wide state, I know that we are up for the 
challenge! Our church is one of four in the 
western part of our state, and all four are  
in the Memphis area! Lucky for our TCBF 
community there are many vibrant and 
committed CBF churches all across Ten-
nessee. Thank you to Terry Maples for his 
creative and energizing leadership. It has 
empowered our churches and local organi-
zations and helped us realize the potential 
we have to impact and minister to our 
state.  

 
 
  
Our year started out well - we had a well-
attended and invigorating state assembly 

A GOOD FIRST STEP  
DR. STEPHEN COOK  

Payday lenders notoriously   

entice disadvantaged families 

facing financial emergencies 

into years-long debt-cycles that 

prey on their vulnerability. 
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how far some institutions will go to make 
money, even on the backs of those who 
cannot afford to support their own fami-
lies? This has got to stop, and I am thrilled 
and encouraged to know there is move-
ment afoot to put a stop to usurious pay-
day lending practices. More regulation can 
help protect potential victims from this 
legal form of theft.  
 
Be on the lookout for this in your commu-
nities. How many payday lending store-
fronts do you see on the way to church? 
How many operate in a one block area of 
the not-so-great part of town? Contact 
your local and our state representatives to 
find out what is being done to protect the 
people of our state. Ask questions. Get 
involved. Join us – our TCBF community 
– as we take this social ill on in addition to  
our other ministries as we continue to en-
deavor to be the passionate presence of 
Christ. Thank you for allowing me the 
privilege of serving as moderator during 
this exciting season in the life of TCBF. 
 
Amy Cook  
 

Tennessee CBF is helping sponsor the Mercer Univer-
sity Preaching Consultation on October 4-6 at the 
Chattanooga Hotel and Conference Center in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee. Dr. Tom Long, Bandy Professor of 
Preaching at Candler School of Theology, will speak 
three times at FBC Chattanooga. Six other speakers 
include: Scott Dickison, Amy Mears, Sarah Jackson 
Shelton, Terry Ladd, Wade Bibb, and Roger Paynter. 
Gary Furr and his band will provide music. For more 
information or to register, go to: https://
theology.mercer.edu/programs-events/preaching-
consultation/. You may also contact Diane Frazier at 
(678) 547-6470 or frazier_d@mercer.edu.  

Mercer University  

Preaching Consultation  

Our year started out strong with a well-
attended and invigorating state assembly 
this past spring at Central Baptist Church 
in Fountain City. We honored our past 
moderator Melissa Royston who led us 
well last year; grants were awarded for 
internships, scholarships, local and global 
missions, and non-profits who are the 
presence of Christ in their communi-
ties...the list goes on and on! But there is 
still more to do and much more that we, 
TCBF, can do!   
 
One initiative I personally believe is very 
important to highlight: payday lending. 
We learned a lot about payday lending in 
Dallas earlier this summer from Jenny 
Lee, our gifted and passionate intern who 
researched the issue. The packet of re-
sources Jenny prepared will be mailed to 
churches soon. You will be astounded to 
read the stunning information and statis-
tics! One example in particulate amazed 
me: payday lenders send – unsolicited - 
hundreds of cups with their local payday 
lender logo and contact information to 
local churches in hopes churches will un-
wittingly “advertise” for them at church 
events like Vacation Bible School. I am  
disturbed these institutions try to use our 
churches and our children to reach vulner-
able people in need! Is there no end to  

“Is there no end to how far some institutions will go to 

make money, even on the backs of those who cannot    

afford to support their own families?” 

Nine ways generosity leads to healthier        
and more purposeful living  
By Ann A. Michel  
Do you sometimes wish for empirical evidence to back up your faith claims? In The Paradox of Generosity (Oxford 
University Press, 2014), sociologists Christian Smith and Hillary Davidson provide compelling social-scientific evi-
dence suggesting generosity leads to a happier, healthier, more purposeful life, confirming Jesus’ teaching that 
“Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” (Matt 10:39)  
 

Smith and Davidson examine a number of generous behaviors including financial giving, volunteering, relational 
generosity (giving time, attention, and emotional energy to others), and neighborly generosity (being hospitable and 
helpful to others). They conclude all these practices of generosity are “positively and significantly” associated with 
five important outcomes — greater personal happiness, physical health, a sense of life purpose, avoidance of de-
pression, and personal growth.  
 

And if you find yourself wondering whether it’s generosity that leads to well-being or well-being that leads to ge-
nerosity, the authors devote an entire chapter to the question of causality. While acknowledging generosity and well
-being reinforce each other in complex and interactive ways, they maintain “the association … is not an artifact of 
reverse causal influence. Certain well-known, explicable causal mechanisms explain the specific ways generous 
practices shape positive well-being outcomes.” Indeed, they present social-scientific evidence to support the follow-
ing nine specific causal mechanisms:  
 

Generosity fosters positive emotions that promote happiness and health. 

Generosity triggers the chemical systems in our brains that reduce stress and suppress pain. 

Generosity promotes our sense of personal agency and self-efficacy. 

Generosity provides us with positive, meaningful social roles and self-identities. 

Generosity reduces our tendency toward maladaptive self-absorption. 

Generosity reinforces our perception of abundance and blessing. 

Generosity expands our social networks and relational ties. 

Generosity expands our intellectual and emotional horizons by exposing us to the needs of others. 

Generosity is associated with a more active lifestyle. 
 

The Paradox of Generosity  
The book’s title, The Paradox of Generosity, alludes to a two-fold paradox. First is the simple, ironic truth that it is 
by giving that we receive. This is good news. The troubling aspect of the paradox is despite the benefits of generosi-
ty, very few Americans reap the positive outcomes because they fail to embrace the generous lifestyle. Christian 
Smith exposed this grim reality in his earlier book, Passing the Plate: Why American Christians Don’t Give Away 
More Money (Oxford University Press, 2008). It seems those of us who proclaim the Good News have our work cut 
out for us in helping more people embrace a generous lifestyle.  
 

The Promise of Biblical Generosity  
The call to Biblical generosity is an invitation to step beyond the destructive lure of consumerism and self-
gratification into a transformative way of life that counteracts greed and selfishness and brings forth true abun-
dance.  The Paradox of Generosity documents what our theology of stewardship teaches. It is an enormously helpful 
and hopeful work.  
 
This article is reprinted by permission from Leading Ideas, a free e-newsletter from the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary and available at churchleadership.com. 

Tennessee CBF is committed to 
helping college students form their 
faith as they serve during the sum-
mer months. This summer, we pro-
vided financial support to four stu-
dents serving as Collegiate Congre-
gational Interns:  two at Central 
Baptist Church of Fountain City, 
one at First Baptist Church in Knox-
ville, and one at Glendale Baptist 
Church in Nashville. We aided   
Adam McDuffie’s Student.GO min-
istry in NC. In addition, we provid-
ed $2,000 to support two college 
students serving as interns at To-
gether for Hope in Helena. Your 
support matters and forms faith in 
college students! 

COLLEGE NEWS 

FINANCIAL 
REPORT 
 
Tennessee CBF is pleased to share a 
strong, financial report for the past 
fiscal year, July 1, 2014 through 
June 30, 2015. Because of generous 
and faithful giving by individuals 
and congregations, we exceeded our 
budget goal and finished the year in 
the black! This will allow us to 
place additional funds in reserve (an 
essential part of our fiduciary re-
sponsibility). 
 
Budget Goal—$194,200.00 
Unrestricted Income—$194,018.02 
Expenses—$166,281.75 
Transfer to Reserves—$25,000.00 
Carried Forward—$3,444.27 
 

Thanks to all who invested in TCBF 
this past year.  

Moderator article continued... 
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