
Olive Branch Ministries (OBM), through CBF Field  
Personnel Scarlett Jasper, serves and advocates for homeless 

individuals and families, those in medical crisis, survivors  
of domestic abuse, the elderly, and the poor and marginalized. 

The counties OBM serves are among the poorest in the  
United States and have been challenged by persistent  

poverty for thirty years or longer.

OBM provides assistance and  
referrals for emergency food, shelter, 
clothing, and other basic necessities in the 
name of Jesus.  It strives to meet people’s 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs so 
that they can be empowered to leave be-
hind cycles of poverty and crisis.

One strategy for their 
work is financial literacy 
education with families and 
individuals to build sustain-
able budgets for their house-
holds. The goal is for people 
to become self-sufficient in 
managing their finances so 
that they may be freed from 
debt and anticipate a stable 
future.  OBM is developing a 
micro lending program to help these 
families escape and avoid the prom-
inent payday lending culture.  Fami-
lies can receive a small interest loan, 
attend financial literacy workshops, 
and receive assistance in building 
and repairing individual credit as 
part of their program.
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OBM partners with local 
schools, organizations, housing 
authorities, churches, and other 
community partners to provide 
workshops on subjects such as 
budget and credit, predatory 
lending practices, homeowner-

ship, identity theft, nutrition, parenting, and many other topics. Each work-
shop includes an opportunity for spiritual support. Hands on activities such 
as candle-making or jewelry design are also offered as ways to help gener-
ate income for families.

OBM leads several projects involving 
children and youth. These projects include 
Christmas Boxes for Appalachia, school 
supplies through the Adopt-A-School pro-
gram, financial literacy for high school stu-
dents, literacy walks to encourage reading 
and healthy living, hygiene classes for 6th 
graders, and handwashing programs for 
children. 

Olive Branch Ministries strives to be 
the presence of Christ in the communities 
it serves by building relationships with in-
dividuals, families and communities. Your 
gift to the Volunteer State Missions Offering 
supports the transformative work of OBM and brings the light of Christ to a 
region struggling to see amid the darkness of poverty.  In addition to your 
gift, you can be a part of the work of OBM by collecting items needed for 
ministries with children, youth, families, and the elderly. You can volunteer 
to serve onsite, share your talents, partner with the community in relation-
ship, and pray for the work and community.  To learn more about this CBF 
Together for Hope ministry, visit olivebranchministriesky.org.
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Join Cooperative Baptists 
across Tennessee  
as we learn more about our Volunteer 
State Missions Offering ministry 
partners, unite our hearts in prayer, 
and consider how God might 
be calling us as individuals and 
congregations to become involved 
in these life-changing ministries! For 
more information, visit tncbf.org/vsmo 
or Facebook at @tennesseecbf.
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